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May 27 & 28, 2017 Program 

One of the dilemmas we face when listening to Renaissance vocal music on the subject of love is 
understanding what exactly the words are saying to us.  Often cloaked in Classical references or layers of 
archaic double-entendre, the same lyrics may be considered oh-so-sweet or terribly naughty, depending on 
your interpretive skills.   

Holding nothing back, Cantemus Singers present “Cupid’s Arrow”, a program of love (or lust, depending on 
your point of view, of course) songs from 16th century England and France.  William Byrd’s “Is Love a Boy?” 
poses prim and proper questions about Cupid’s effect on men’s emotions; while L’Heritier’s “Jan, Petit Jan” 
more directly counsels a young husband not to be too jealous when other men admire his lovely wife.  
Women seem to take matters into their own hands in Vautor’s “Mother, I will have a husband!” and 
Janequin’s “Au verd bois je m’en iray” [“I go to the greenwood alone, to play…I told my boyfriend we have 
one hour together”].  To soften all of this passion, we will also sing settings of verses from the Song of 
Solomon –  the Bible’s sexiest book – by Morley, Jacquet de Mantua and Bouzignac.  How you interpret those 
verses will be entirely up to you. 

We invite you to join us at the Church of the Holy Trinity in the Eaton Centre -- on Saturday, May 27 at 7:30 
p.m., and on Sunday, May 28 at 3:00 p.m.  Tickets are available at the door for $20 general admission, with 
children under 12 admitted free; or call 416-578-6602 to have tickets set aside for pick-up.  We hope to see 
you there! 

Three Madrigals 
Is Love a boy Byrd (1539-1623) 
My thoughts are wing'd with hope Dowland (1563-1626) 
O sweet kiss, full of comfort   Ferrabosco (1543-1588) 

Alma redemptoris Mater Philips (1560-1628) 
Two Chansons 

Au verd bois Janequin (1485-1558) 
Jan, petit Jan L’Héritier (c.1480-c.1551)   

Nigra sum sed Formosa L’Héritier (c.1480-c.1551) 
Two Madrigals 

I love and have my love regarded Weelkes (1576-1623) 
Ah, Cupid grant that I may never see  Bateson (1570-1630) 

O amica mea  Morley (1557-1602) 
Two Chansons 

Bandez votre arc Buus (1500-1565) 
N’avez point veu Richafort (1480-1547) 

Surge, amica mea Bouzignac (1587-1643) 
Three Chansons 
 Je suis trop jonette pour avoir amy Gombert (1495-1560) 
 Mille regretz Gombert (1495-1560) 

Quand le berger vit la bergère  Costeley (1530-1606)  
Veni dilecte mi  Jacquet de Mantua (1483-1559) 
Four Madrigals 

Of gold all burnished Byrd (1539-1623) 
No, no, no, no, Nigella Morley (1557-1602) 
Gentle Cupid, lend an ear Broderip (1719-1770) 
Mother, I will have a husband Vautor (1590-1625) 
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