


The end of the 15th century witnessed a perfect storm of events that led to a sea change in 
Western music.  First, the Netherlands-based Burgundian Court basically dissolved after the 
defeat of the last Duke in battle in 1477, leaving many well-educated musicians and composers 
to “seek employment elsewhere”.  At the same time, mobility in the arts was becoming the rage, 
with Italian artists being sought after in Northern Europe and Franco-Flemish musicians suddenly 
in demand in both Italy and France.   
 
Fortunately for these musicians, Italy had many princes and city-states clamoring to have the 
hottest composer-in-residence for their chapels and court functions.  With their exposure to new 
lands and different local music, a few composers, led by Josquin Desprez, began composing 
music in Italy that was far simpler than that of their teachers, and in a style that we recognize as 
polyphony, i.e., equal voices or strands of music using imitation of musical phrases as the 
foundation of compositions.   To our modern ears, this was one of the big breaks from the 
mediaeval and early Renaissance past. 
 
Josquin became the most famous composer of his day, not only because he created such great 
music, but he also lived a long time in a plague-ridden world, and a fellow named Petrucci 
invented the printing press for music around 1500.  If you were lucky enough (as was Josquin) to 
get into one of Petrucci’s editions, you basically “hit the top of the charts”.  Everyone wanted to 
copy your style, and be as popular as you.  Unfortunately, royalties weren’t guaranteed in 1500. 
 
We invite you to join us as we perform a selection of vocal treasures that trace the great changes 
in music of that tumultuous age. Our program is dedicated to the most famous and mysterious 
woman of the period, Mona Lisa – we’re certain she knew many of these songs and they put a 
big smile on her face! 

Program for June 7 & 8, 2014 
Tulerunt Hostia Josquin Desprez (ca. 1450-1521) 
Sile fragor  Louis Compère (ca. 1445-1518) 
Deux chansons: “Pourquoi non”, “Autant emporte le vent” Pierre de la Rue (ca.1452-1518) 
Mater patris Antoine Brumel (fl. 1483-1512) 
Verbum Caro Gaspar Van Weerbeke (ca.1455 — after 1516) 
Trois chansons: “Io amai”, “O Dolce Vita“, “Qual dolcezza” Adrian Willaert (ca.1490 —1562) 
Ave Maria Josquin Desprez (ca. 1450-1521) 
Salve Regina John Browne (fl. 1480-1505) 
Tenez moi en voz bras Josquin Desprez (ca. 1450-1521) 
Deux chansons:  “Adieu”,  “La rousée de Mai” Jean Mouton (ca. 1459-1522) 
Nesciens Mater Jean Mouton (ca. 1459-1522) 
Alleluia Caro Mea  Heinrich Finck (ca. 1444-1507) 
Trois chansons: “Au vert bois”, “Martin menait son porceau”,  
    “Chant des oiseaux”  C. Janequin (ca.1495-1560) 
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